Laura began to

sing, reducing
many of the

audience to fears




SHOWTIME

Laura’s Song

It was the season of gifts and miracles ... Qur life was filled with both ...
Martin Tucas, a talented producer and script writer for Thames
Television, presented John and I with a heart warming Christmas gift. ..
three outstanding television scripts that we desperately needed for the
first ever Gold Heart Day,

Next, we needed to find three well known celebrities, who would all be
willing to give up their precious time on the same day during the
holidays, te visit The Varicty Children’s Hospital. This nceded te
happen in the week berween Christmas and New Years Day.

The first miracle... Variety’s Dennis Selinger called to say Michael
Caine, Suzi Quatro and Patricia Hodge had all agreed to the visit!

The next miracle was a call to say that a Thames television crew would
denate their time on the day; unbelievable!

Two davs later we were all at the hospital, studying the scripts and
preparing the shoot. That was the magic moment when Shane and dear
Laura entered my life. There they were, sitting on the top of their beds.
Shane was grinning all over. Four-year-old Laura shyly smiled through
her fingers as she tried to cover her gorgecus little face, which was
shaped like a perfect heart.

They were the sweetest little cherubs you could ever hope to see. T would
have believed it, if I had been told, they had just jumped out from a painting
by one of the great masters. They were both real stars and truly moved
evervone who saw them, not only at the hospital but glowing brightly on
the television screen.

While speaking later to Anita, Laura’s mother, 1 learned how Laura
“died” twice when her heart stopped beating after her second liver
transplant. The doctors had given her only hours to live, and she had
completely lost her ability to speak. It was a miracle of miracles that she
had survived! Each rime T saw the wonderful commercials that had been
created by so many people genuinely giving from their heart, [ thanked
God for making sweet Laura’s heart beat again and for choosing her to
help us to help even more children, through Gold Heart Day.

In December 1999, some nine vears later, I received a Christmas card
from Anita with the wonderful news that Laura not only had her voice
back completely, but also she loved to sing.

We were deeply involved with the incoming Chief Barker Pip Burley,
Tonvy Hatch, and Stephen Morley in organizing the celebration of
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Variety Club’s 50th Anniversary and ninth Gold Heart Day launch, which
would be attended by TRH Prince and Princess Michael of Kent.

We invited Laura to sing at this event not knowing for sure how she
might be able t¢ handle it. She had never properly heid a microphone
hetore, and we would have only minutes to trv to rehearse. We also
invited Patricia Hodge as & surprise to them both.

I had the great honour of relling Laura’s story to the guests on the
evening and invited Patricia to the stage. Filled with emotion, 1 could
hardly spesak: as I introduced Laura, tears ran down my cheeks. I choked
when I asked her to enter the stage and sing her favourite song, “MY
HEART WILL GO ON", the song most perfect for us all that evening!
Laura was so brave. She sang with all of her heart! Marvetous!

The audience was ali in tears, including our new Gold Heart Day Patron
Princess Michael and her husband Prince Michael of Kent. We all
applauded unril our hands throbbed as much as our hearts.

I have always wondered why we cry when we are so ecstaticatly happy?

For Gold Hearr Day 2000 Laura came to Belfast to sing with 200 other
young people during the Rosie Rags concert, which Shane came to see.

It was at that time Shane’s parents presented me with the photo of Laura
and Shane that appears on the front cover of this book. I believe just
looking at it spesks of love and tells the story of two special souls that are
placed inside those two dear youngsters,

They will always hold a very special place in my heart. .

Laura is older now, though no longer a child, and she is still enduring
operatiocns. The following is a lerter from her mother to my husband
John and me, which I think truly expresses the deep compassion one,
who has experienced so many trials with their child, feels for others
enduring the same sorts of problems.

“Hi Marsha & John,

“Hope all is well.

“Just to let you know that Laura is at home now after having her tummy
scar revised. She is quite sore but is coping well.

“We were at the hospital for four days. .. and 1 have to admit T found it
difficulr to deal with ... It brought it all back to me, seeing ali those sick
babies, children and parents in torment.

“Waruraltly, I did not show this ourwardly, but had moments alone where
I became overwhelmed with sadness . . . not just because it took me back to
evervthing we and Laura went through, but, also because T felt the pain of
the other parents and children, now going through a similar experience . . . .

“I really wished I could wave a magic wand and make evervthing betrer
for them. ...

“My strength, (although she does not know it), came from Laurza. .. She,
being one of the oldest children there, seemed to give hope, and Lift spirits
all around her.



EY SIMON EiRD

A8 A toddler she was
desperately il and
unzable to speak after
two Hver transplani
aperstions.

Now Laura Hamilton is
polsed for z sipging
career after making an
AMAZIH FECOMETY

She was slowly nursed
back to health at ihe
Variety Chib Chikdren's
Hoypital in London, and
has never forgotten the
charity  whish  helped
save her life.

At the age of Fur she
ap;:eared with Michasi

willivns of pounds,

And last week she
matle her stage debit at a
Variety Club charity
event and showed (he
celebrity nudience she is
& star in the making.

For Laura, now 38,
reduced the audience to
tears with a wmarkanlt
rendition  of  Celins
Dion's hit, My Heart Wll‘l
Go On, at the launch of
the Variety Club's annal
Gold Heart Appeal. She
met guests Ineluyding
Prince Michae! of Hent
und  FastEnders  star
Wendy Richard.

Lawiea, rost Hove, East
Sussex, said ) couldn’t
make any Aanise for aboyi
three weelts a8 a side
aflect of the operations,
but over the years 1 fave
been in and out of hospi-
tal and recovered.

“Singing for the t.hgr.
1y 38 my way of s
thank you for whart they
did for me and hopefully
encouraging people to
support the  Variety
Club.” Lagra had her
iransplant operatings at
Adderbrooke’'s Hospital

Laura’s
debut
as voice
of hope
for sick
children

in C‘amhri:ﬁg@. but was
mursed ar the charity-
funded Variety Clab hos
pilag in Dulwich,

Her maother Anita said:
Ui i wonderful to see
how_well Laara is now
and I hope she gives hope
© ofier parents wiwg
have i children,

"They should ook at
her and believe there s a
1light at the end of the
tunnel.”

The Varlety Club can

be supported by baving
gold-coloursd haart.
shaped  hadges from

Tesup, Mothercare,
WH  Smith, h
Perkins,

Telecom. Tie Rack .and
Birtndays,

‘he  organisation's
an

ned
disadvantaged :hl!dren
sinte it was lagnched in
i

INSET: Laura’

The Express on Sunday tells Laura’s story.
s band are Unity.

13



14

“T watched children and parents admiring her success. .. I could see the
hope in their eves. .. Yes!! It is all worth the painfif!

“The doctors and nursing staft, who work tirelessly to save these young
lives were also so proud of one of their successes. Some of them actually
said to me that seeing children iike Laura really drives them on in their
continual quest 1o save these young lives.

“So, ultimately, in a place where [ initially felt such pain and pity, [ was
able to regain strength from the positive presence of my own beautiful
daughter Laura,

“We are ever thankful that The Variety Club Children’s Hospital was,
and is, there.

“... 1 will speak with you soon.

“Take Care
Much IL.ove to vou both
Anira xxx™

laura is now in a gir! pop band called Unity. The band has spent a month
{2003} entertaining at schools to raise funds and awareness for Gold Heart
Day.

Laura says “Variety helped a lot when I was young, Without them, I
simply wouldn’t be alivel I also want to give the audience hope and
inspiration, especially the children; to show them what they can achieve,
and that they can overcome any obstacles”.

MavshaRae Ratcliff - Tent 36: Great Britmivy
Past Chief Barker

Patricia Hodge and TRH Prince and Princess Michae} support Laura.





