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Be The Best | Can Be

The follivwing s from o Yoarrety Clab of Brrish Columbia spring 20001
direct meil compaigm entitled “Healp me be the best [ ean be™

“Irear Friend of Variety Club,

“Woe'veall heard e expression 'Be the best you can be’ — perhaps we firac
henrd these encouraging and inspitational words fenm our parenes, of from
vur [avourite teacher. Begardless of where we first henrd this expression,
it likely had a positive impact on bow we perceived our world and our
riele in i It ehanged our amtitude, gave ws enthesiaam and determinacion,
wnal focusesd our attenton on that st which we wanied e excel.

“Being the best vou can be is a challenge at the best of times. Now
imaging how much more of & challenge it s when you have a condirion
or a disease that sffects how you nteract with other people, how you
captnunicate, how yow move, or how vou see the world, Now imagine
voutrsell as o child faced with one of these medical challenges — a child
who alst nus the smbitwon to be the best he or she cun be

“I would like o share with you two stories abour taoe remarkable
children who are meeting the challenge of being the best chey can be.

“Anvene who saw the 3% annual Vanety Club of British Columbia
Show of Hearts telethon this past February saw the story of six-year-obd
Tavior Shewchuk, Tavlor has cerebral palsy, but she also has a dream of
bescorming a ballerima. The Yarery Club of Britsh Columbia is helping
o empower her to achieve thar dream. We provided Tavlor with o
SrrWalker thar improsves her smahility, control and gives her the
fresdom e move about, The StrWatker is helping Tavier leam how o
walk. but walking snd dancing ure two very different things.

“Yet, Tavlor dreams of being the best ballerina she can be ... and for a
fewe shiorr moments on the relethon, thousands of BCTY viewers saw the
possibilicies, We were moved 23 we watched 3 besming snd sdorsble
Taylor Schewchuk give her fivat vecital with the (foh Ballet Academy.

Yo imay also be familiar with the story of 11-vear-old Vanisha Dayal,
whe was born with & life-threntening cancerous tumuur on the lelt side of
her face, leaving her blind in one eve. Varicoy Club, along with other
orgamizatinns, helped with expenses for the surgery thar could only be
dons in Washingren, [0C. Brave Vanisha has hed 1o endure a series of
operations, and she will reguire more in her lifetime, as she groas.,

SR the challenge of having just one eye — plus all the emotional and
physical wpheaval of reguirmg recurning surgeries has not stopped
WVanizha.

“There s one other voungater T would like o g2ll vou alsowr. This nine-
year-old boy was playing arcund with o shingshot one day (as bovs wall de)
when an accident cost him hiz left eye.
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Taglor coubd have daneed all nigh.

“Suddenly this child could not be as sotive as he was before the secident;
he became reclusive and overly dependent upon his mother, and he slipped
into a depression. Then, it was sugecsted 1o his mother thar the child be
encovraged o follow in her footsteps and take up music. So he wok up
the clarinet.

T was that child. What was a tragic accident for me was transformed into
a career, through the love, direction and support of my mother and o famly
[riend ~ snd my focus on a gosl ~ snd as [ like o ssv, sevency vesrs lacer, the
rest is history!

“Trivmph over sdversiry — thar's what this letrer is all about. Perhaps
one day all children will be ahle to live carefres, healvhy lives, enthused,
cmpowered and driven by the knowledge thar a whole world of beawriful
;flllh:‘i.l.":li“l‘il_'ﬁ i Before them. You can I:Lt:l[! TMYE % ||:wr.-r|,l rrlﬂE-cing 1|1;||
warld & reality,

" Phease heip Variety Club help kids with a donation — 20 that we cam help
children he rhe hest they can be. Thank yon,™

Yours truly,
Tral [Pl Richards]

Cheiy Byirnes - Tent 47 British Coluunlia.
Putdic Relarions Coordimaror
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