The Boy Across the Road

My husband Jim and I love the Bashes, We drive a black strereh hearse and
have o coffin in rhe back, which has beer tormed intoe o refrigperated
compartment for beer!! We also love Vanety and all the children we kelp.
I would like to relate my story abourt a young hoy who lives acenss the
mad. ...
Jacob Ray of Culburra Beach is 10 vears obd, and he was born with
neurcblasooma, a cancerous rumoenr of the spine, and he is a paraplegic.

Jacob lowes spart and he is very involved in swimming, cyeling and most
active in representing his school,

We enjoy our involverment with Yarety and for meny years we hove
perscnally suppormed the Bash, About two yesrs apo we decided oo seck
assistance feom Variery for a bike for Jacob., He had ourgrown his own and,
cven though Jim had changed the sprocker drive and done all he could o
ke the Yke stmpie for Jacob o operate, be was fghting o losing battle, A
new bike would enable [scob to be more acdve and to keep up with his
vounger hrother, Luke, and ather childeen in the neighbsourhond.

In May 2000 Jacoh was presented with a new hike, donated by Variery
Club WEW, upd a more excited and happy child was pretty hard to fnd.

It i8 very rare to hear Jacob complain, and he handles his disability wich
great coursge sl determination. He s someone vou can feel proud of.
Jacob has the most wonderful support frome his parents, Harry and Juliz,
hiz Man Peggy and his brother Tulke,

It s on occasions: like this that vou realze the true resson you are
involved with the Grestest Charity in the world — Variety Club!

Carol: Lewis - Tend 56 New Sowth-Woles

A fong rerns “ Bagher™

If | Die Tomrrow

The year was | 988, the place was Auseralia and 1 was Chief Barker of ‘U'ent
Sh, Variety Club of Awstralia. Owur Victoria Region was chaived by Ken
."\-lurgm Ken M-urgj_:n T’l’l}'l.:lri.i:- and the Exccutive Divector was Pam
Blashki. With my approval and Ken's support (and despite all the
obwicus dificulties! Pam soccessfully organized the very brst Vanety
Club of Australia “dream fight’ for children with termingl illnesses.

She armanged Tor an Ansett Adrlines 757 and crew o be loaned o Variery
Club and. in a faw hours, the plane was given new Vanety Clab very by
artist/entertaines Bolf Harris and a team of voung helpers.

Relected groups of ‘special’ children with their ‘helpers” and medical
stafl, supervised by Do David Marsh, boarded the plane m Melbourne
and flew o Syvdrey, where they were joined hy more *special’ children
and helpers, (Ansett even proveded o second plane oot of Sydney for a
'jovride” sround che Sydney area tor other disadvantaged kids. )

The main ‘decam flight’ continued on o the Goltd Coast in Queensland
where Pam had organdzed cao doys of entertinment ot TDreesmWaorld” and
‘Segworld’ for around 100 children and ore nmight's accommodation in
several Crold Coast hotels for all these kids and their helpers. Absolutely
everytirng was domagad.

Seeing these kids having so much fun m the sunshine just once in ther
limited lifetime was a deeply emotional experience for all of us but
there's ane special moment T remmember forever,

Ken Mommn, Melbourne Cstreet-kid'  turmed highly  swocessful
businecssman, had been helping a teenager on one of the rides. Ken
coulde’t hold hack rhe wears. T ook bim aside and asked him if he was
CHE. Fle tommed o me slowly und replied softly “That youny man just
zaid to me ‘It doesn't marter i 1 die romorrsse ~ ['m having the best dme
of my life right now'. ™
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